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Clem Martini’s award-winning play, Cantata: Rumours of My 
Crazy, Useless Life provides a window into the experience of 
people going through the hidden, high-stakes struggles of el-
der care and mental illness. In The Extinction Therapist, 
Dr. Marshall’s therapeutic practice offers group support 
to those threatened with extinction including a woolly 
mammoth, a testy short-eared shrew, the uncompro-
mising smallpox virus, an insecure tyrannosaurus rex 
They all convene to receive therapy, in an attempt to 
come to terms with the complicated, volatile feelings 
associated with their life-and-death circumstances. 
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Reviews
“�It is a testament to Martini’s skill as a 
writer that Cantata holds its audience 
spellbound.” —The Calgary Herald

“�Rapturously well written ... Absolute 
triumph ... rare great play.”  
—The Hamilton Spectator


