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Chief Laforme is from the Mississaugas of the 
Anishinaabe Credit First Nation (MCFN) , Ontario
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“ We should not have to change to fit into society.  
The world should adapt to embrace our uniqueness.”  
   — Chief R. Stacey Laforme 

Chief Stacey Laforme breathes life into every poem and story 
he shares, drawing from his own experiences. Rich with the es-
sence of his soul, the poems in this book capture the moments 
and emotions that have shaped him. His desire is for readers to 
not just read, but to truly feel the humour and pain intertwined 
in these poems. Much like in Living in the Tall Grass, this latest 
poetry collection invites non-Indigenous people to see through 
the eyes of Indigenous people with topics of peace and human-
ity, as well as grief, trauma ... and hope.

ABOUT CHIEF R. STACEY LAFORME ABOUT CHIEF R. STACEY LAFORME 
Stacey Laforme was born into a life 
of alcoholism and abuse. At 15, he 
lived on the street, eventually finding 
a home with his grandmothers. He 
started his first job at 12 years old, 
eventually joining the Ironworkers 
Union. He attended college late in life. 
He ran and was elected Chief of the 
Mississaugas of the Anishinaabe in 
December 2015. He is an honorary 

Senior Fellow of Massey College at the University of Toronto 
and he recently led a delegation to the UK, Scotland, and the 
Isle of Man. He was the first Giima (chief) to meet with the 
British Monarch in over 160 years.

“ Thought-provoking and healing 
meditations.... Giima Laforme writes 
from his perspective as a son, father, 
husband, community leader, but most of 
all as a human being.”

—  Kevin Hearn, band member of  
Barenaked Ladies


